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In a Nutshell: Dutch Offshore Wind Build-Out
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Domestic: ~ 10,000 FTEs 

International: ~ 20,000 FTEs 10 wind farms

x̄ size: 475 MW
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Dutch Energy 
Agreement 2013

Offshore Wind: 4.5 GW
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Part 1

Setting the scene
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“Wind turbines 

don’t run on 

wind, they run 

on subsidy” 

Mark Rutte
Leader of VVD Party 
(Liberals) in the 

Netherlands, 2010
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Diedrick
Samson

Leader of Liberal Party 
in the Netherlands, 

2010

Diederik 

Samson
Leader of Labour Party in the 

Netherlands, 2012-2016

Agreement:
“to create a stable and 

ambitious sustainable growth 

policy for long term”
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Part 2

Achieving consensus
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The Polder Model
Cooperation despite differences
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175 agreements:

• 4.5 GW of offshore wind capacity tendered

• LCOE reduction of 40%

• 16% share of renewable energy of total consumption

• Create 15,000 jobs

…But would this really work?

So, what was agreed? 
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Part 3

Successful execution



Confident iality: C1 - Public

Collaboration: Each party doing what they do best

Government

Developer TSO

Result: 

4.5 GW across 5 

projects by 2023
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Subsidy Level, €/MWh

169

Year of Tender

Borssele I & II

752 MW

8 MW WTG

2016

87

Borssele III & IV

732 MW

9.5 MW WTG

2016

55

Hollandse Kust Zuid

1520 MW

11 MW WTG

2018

0

Hollandse Kust Noord

759 MW

11 MW WTG

2019

0
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Energy Agreement

4.5 GW by 2023 

Climate Agreement

21 GW by 2030 
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Moral of the story
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A stable energy 

policy is a 
compromise 

despite 

differences 

There is value in 

creating 
certainty

A robust energy 

policy needs to 
have a large 

toolbox
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Contact

Thank you!

Max Meijer

Head of Market Development 
Vattenfall

max.meijer@vattenfall.com

mailto:max.meijer@vattenfall.com
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